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The Javelin                             

People Who Inspire Us 

By: Au’rias Holcombe 

Everyone has someone who inspires them. Someone that they 

look for when they need guidance. When people decide to do something, they look to the 

person who inspires them. Since we have developed as humans,  we have looked up to some-

one. Some even looked up to gods to have a better understanding of life. When I thought of 

this I thought of one person, my mom. 

This caused me to wonder, who the one 

person others look up to? 

I conducted a survey by interviewing 

thirty people. I asked the following 

question, “Who inspires you?” Some of 

their answers surprised me. One stu-

dent, who wishes to remain anonymous, 

stated, “I don’t have anyone who in-

spires me.” His response surprised me. I 

didn’t think anyone wouldn’t have someone who inspired them. I also interviewed someone 

else who shared this same opinion. They stated, “I inspire myself; no one else does. “ Emerald 

Dover, who holds a different opinion,  stated, “My momma inspires me because even when 

she’s dealing with pulmonary hypertension, seizures and a fib, she still continues to get up 

every day with a smile on her face. She caters to my family’s every need even if it means 

breaking her back to do so. She and my dad sacrifice so much for me and my brother.  They 

are really the only people I need in my life - my family. “When I heard this I couldn’t help but 

to think of my mom, who also does everything for me and my brother. I found another per-

son who stated ,“The City Girls inspires me. “ I hadn’t thought of those who would be in-

spired by famous people because not everyone would admit to it. I would have thought that 

they might be inspired by someone who has talked to them or known them personally. Dur-

ing my survey I created a chart and the majority of them chose family and friends. 

In conclusion, this article has led me to realize that many people are inspired by their 
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Does Cyber Bullying Go Unnoticed  

By: Haley Blake 

 

Does cyber bullying go un-noticed? Those 

who bully others are looking to gain a 

feeling of power, purpose and control over 

you. Online attacks against kids from their 

peers are just as emotionally devastating 

as being teased in the hallway or during 

lunch. Instagram, Snapchat, and Facebook, 

to name a few popular social media sites, 

are just another way for kids to express 

hostility towards targets they’ve already 

been bullying. Some use social media as  

retaliation against those who have at-

tacked them previously.  

I interviewed a student, who would like to 

remain anonymous, that experienced 

online bullying. She said, “Everyone would 

call me names and would make comments 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

about things that wasn’t even true.” Re-

search shows that those who have experi-

enced bullying are twice as likely to go on 

and bully others. Often it is used as a de-

fense mechanism, and people tend to be-

lieve that by bullying others, they will be-

come immune to being bullied themselves. 

In fact, it just causes a vicious cycle of neg-

ative behaviors.  

“It’s okay to dislike someone, or even dis-

like someone for no reason. But it’s not 

okay to disrespect, degrade, and humiliate 

that person.”           -Unknown   

families and friends. While others were inspired by themselves. There are people in this 

world who inspire others by doing the things they do every day. There maybe people 

in this world none of which you know and they could see your achievements and look 

up to you. You could lead someone on a path to become great without even knowing 

their name all.  Even though they may not have physically helped you themselves, they 

still inspired you and gave you the push you needed. 
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Politically Incorrect 

By: Ethan Bayne, Parker Breitenbach, and Kobe Trent 

 The United States of America was constituted after the Revolutionary War to 

be a strong, free, neutral and unified country. As for the last few decades,  Americans 

have allowed politics to divide us by their political party, respect for our president and 

other individual opinions. 

Diversity is one of the many things that makes the United States of America a beautiful 

nation. We are diverse by religion, ethnicity and sometimes nationality. But with diversi-

ty sometimes comes division. Right now in our nation we are divided by our political 

party preference. We identify ourselves by party and not as Americans. It seems that 

the country is split in half by either pro-Democrat or pro-Republican.  That’s okay if 

parties respect each other’s view points,  but as of right now, it seems as though our 

nation is crumbling due to this division. The divide in our nation is intolerable. 

Our group conducted research to explore the differences between everyone’s opinion 

and political stances. The surveyed individuals all had their own personal thoughts 

about policies, certain laws, government and bipartisanship. Some agreed to work to-

gether as a whole and give our current president a chance. Few thought it did not mat-

ter either way and another chunk of our results obviously despised Trump and his ad-

ministration.  Voltaire, French Enlightenment writer whose work has created the First 

Amendment of the Bill of Rights, once said “I do not agree with what you say, but I’ll 

defend to the death your right to say it.” We are all entitled to our beliefs but not the 

right to persecute others for your good. We are the 

United States of America, not the divided states! Let’s 

join together with our diverse ideas under one Nation 
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The “Good Times” of Television 

By: Hannah Cudd  

 

It is arguably known that 60s, 70s, and 80s television shows are better than modern tel-

evision shows. Today’s television shows haven’t given off any original ideas since the ear-

ly 2000’s. Television shows from the “golden years” have more original ideas while mod-

ern television take those ideas and change them slightly. Past television shows talked 

about and covered serious and political issues in more of an original way than today’s 

television. Most of the shows in the past reminded the viewers of the importance of 

family, blood-related or not.  

 Past television covered issues like racism, child predators, drugs, alcohol 

(underage drinking), addiction, gang violence, etc. in an original way.  Shows such as  

Diff ’rent Strokes, Good Times, The Facts of Life, and even Saved by the Bell have covered se-

rious issues by using original ideas to give their storyline a raw feel. For example in one 

episode of Saved by the Bell, the character Jessie Spano, develops a caffeine pill addiction 

when she becomes stressed out between her high school exams and dance. Zach wit-

nessed her looking for her pills so that she wouldn’t “mess up” the dance routine she, 

Kelly, and Lisa were going to perform at The Max. In the late 70s and early 80s show 

Diff ’rent Strokes, Arnold and his friend Dudley were lured by a bike store owner, who 

happened to be a child predator, to his back room to try and hurt them and ended up 

actually scarring Dudley.  

 Although today’s shows cover the same topics, they do it without using any origi-

nal plots or storylines. They take an old plot or storyline, change it up a little bit, and 

call it “original”. Modern television likes to think that they have it on point when in real-

ity it’s just building on what’s already there. There is absolutely rarely any originality 

with television in present days. Writers have to get back into the groove of coming up 

with different but intriguing storylines like they did in the past in order to get audienc-

es’ attention again. 
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 Did you know women only make up 8.9% of the skilled trade workers? This is 

astonishing to me because women could reap a lot of benefits from joining the skilled 

trades. Many welders, electricians, plumbers, and carpenters are being hired right out 

of college if not before. With 45,000 jobs opening in the next ten years, the skilled 

trades industry are high paying jobs fit for anyone. 

There are many advantages in these careers for females including higher pay, flexibility, 

reliability, and open jobs.  An advantage this industry has shown to present 20 to 30 

percent higher wages than female dominated industries. These careers in addition to 

other advantages gives a person a lot of flexibility, many skilled trades workers get to 

choose when and how long they work. The skilled trades include very reliable jobs 

with work year round; with a lot of the older generations retiring people are always 

hiring. This is a perfect job for women who aren’t afraid of getting their hands dirty.  

Ladies,  next time you’re thinking about a career consider the skilled trades. 

 

  

Why Women Should Consider the Skilled Trades Industry 

By: Franchesca Gallegos 
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Is Lord of the Flies a Likeable Book? 

By Keyona Lyles 

 Lord of the Flies is a wonderful book 

about death and savagery. It is the bloodier 

version of a fallen utopia and the loss of 

government rule. This story also takes 

place during World War I. The story is 

about a crowd of school boys that try to 

survive on a random island, away from civi-

lization. It was created by William Golding 

is 1954. My mother says, “It certainly isn’t a 

book of interest, if you have a weak stom-

ach and love children.” 

If you ask me about the book and my 

opinion on it, I may respond with a simple, 

“It’s good”, “I like the book”, and “It is one 

of my favorite books.” I might even go on a 

rant on how much I and most of the peo-

ple I interviewed love the book. In fact, I 

believe the movie doesn’t even compare 

to the actual book. Studies suggest that 17 

out of 20 people enjoy reading about sym-

bolism, friendship, savagery, pain, and the 

tragic fall of a government. I and many oth-

ers can appreciate a book full of so many 

themes. 

I personally enjoy this book because I love 

the symbolism. From Piggy’s glasses to the 

boys reverting to savagery, I really think 

that it is both fun and educational. Looking 

at how harsh it is in the murder depart-

ment was also entertaining for me to read. 

I enjoy that the story is well detailed and 

shows extreme amounts of imagery and 

symbolism. While I would usually not con-

done violence and the stranding of chil-

dren on a deserted island, I must say that I 

do condone a good story that involves 

such content. 

An anonymous student said, “I don’t really 

have a favorite book. But I guess Animal 

Farm was a good book.” This person was 

hesitant, but I can understand why they 

would say that. Animal Farm is a pretty nice 

book to read too. Not many people like 

reading, and their favorite books are most 

likely ones that they have read in class, or 

have even been forced to read. Another 

anonymous student responded, “I kind of 

liked reading Hamlet.” Both of these peo-

ple gave me some well-rounded answers. I 

can actually understand why these books 

would also be good choices; they are very 

likable amongst many readers. 

Lord of the Flies is definitely a book that I’d 

consider you to brace yourself before 

reading. The heavy and explicit chant of 

“kill the pig, slit her throat, spill her blood, 

bash her in” is just one of the more mem-

orable lines of the book that really sets 
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the book’s tone for death and destruction. I think that many people should 

understand that this book is not meant for the 

faint of heart, but that it is still fiction, and a de-

cent book to read. 

The book is well understood by many types of 

people. I think many young tweens, teens, and 

adults can really enjoy and become addicted to 

reading this book. The movie and play are even 

worth watching. The movies are almost just as 

enjoyable as the book. I do hope that many peo-

ple can appreciate it as much as I do. 

 Is CECIL Worth It? 

         By: Lillie Osment 

For those who don’t know CECIL all started to replace homeroom. It is often seen as 

a great way to get information out to people who aren’t on campus during the school 

day. While CECIL is usually not used to the best of Broome’s ability, we still continue 

to have it, and it doesn’t seem like there’s going to be any changes. 

Here’s some opinions from Broome’s very own: 

Dominick Martin said ,“Its’s a good idea, but it’s not executed properly.” Another posi-

tive remark, “CECIL helps us have a better understanding of real life situations,” Mr. 

Graves said, and “We could see what could work better with more real life skills. So 

when you leave high school and get on your own.” Although there were some positive 

comments from the results of the survey, most of the results were negative.  An anon-

ymous teacher said, “CECIL shouldn’t be every week and that there is no objective.” 

When asked to summarize CECIL the same teacher said, “It should be an opportunity 

for students to discuss grades, but there isn’t enough time to do so.”  Melissa Tucker 

said, “I don’t see why they can’t just give us what we need in our first block.” This is a 

valid point. Instead of shortening first block, we could just extend it so papers could 

be passed out during that time. My opinion is that someone should have a better solu-

tion to giving out papers than just having CECIL. 
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Suicide Prevention 

By: Maggie Gilmer and Sha’mya Miller 

 Many people struggle with the topic of sui-

cide. Suicide is the act or instance of taking one’s life 

voluntarily and intentionally. Suicide has since in-

creased since 1991. Since 1991, every 28 seconds 

someone attempts suicide. From the AAS (American 

Association Suicidology), “In order to decrease sui-

cide we have to make space for those recovering 

from suicide; we have to make space for those recov-

ering from suicide to share their experience.” Suicide 

is the second leading death for ages 15-24. Many peo-

ple feel that if they talk about suicide then they will 

feel judged. The percentage of suicide has increased 

18% in 2015. 

Many people feel that since they are suicidal it is not 

normal. During this time people need the most sup-

port. People need to understand that everybody goes 

through hard times, and they need somebody for sup-

port during these hard times. One person that wishes 

to remain anonymous said, “A person may hide self-

harm for many reasons; some people feel guilty or 

ashamed. Other fear they will be labeled “crazy” or 

sent away for treatment. Many people cry for help on 

social media when dealing with suicide. There is al-

ways no reason to commit suicide, but some people 

don’t understand it. The people that have suicidal 

thoughts don’t understand that others really do care 

about them and love them. Talk to others when you 

are in pain. No one can handle all of life’s problems 

on his or her own.  

We interviewed a person, who wishes to remain 

anonymous, that said, “During my suicidal thoughts, I 

didn’t tell anybody because I didn’t want to be judged 

for it. The reason I was having suicidal thoughts was 

because I was at a rough time during my life. I felt like 

nobody cared about me, that nobody even knew I 

was on the Earth. Finally after one month of feeling 

this way I finally got help. When I got help I realized 

that there is always somebody there for you even if 

you can’t see it.” There is always a way out. Many 

people during their suicidal moments only focus on 

escaping life. People don’t realize that people actually 

care about them. A pamphlet titled Suicide and Depres-

sion What You Need to Know says, “Knowing someone 

cares during their suicidal battle makes a difference”. 

The main reason why a person is suicidal is because 

they feel like nobody cares about them. For instance, 

once a person starts caring about them then that par-

ticular person feels like they have a reason to live.  

If anybody is thinking about suicide and needs help, 

please contact 1-800-273-8255. The hotline is availa-

ble 24 hours a day call to get help.  
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Seasons 

By: Abigail Snapp and Louie Santiago  

 What is your favorite season? While there are only four seasons to choose 

from, they all offer different elements for every person. Our group’s goal was to 

find out what season is favored among Broome high school students. 

With the use of an online pole, my group gathered data from 26 Broome High 

School students. The pole asked one simple question. “What is your favorite sea-

son?” The survey concluded that majority of Broome students prefer summer. The 

data is better shown in the graphs at the end of this article. 

My group also wanted to know what about the different seasons were appealing to 

people. We interviewed some of our peers and this is what they had to say, “I like 

cold weather. I don’t like being hot.” –Hailey Blake. Another student said “winter 

because I like snow.” –Dakota Wheeler. Others said, “Summer because I like going 

to the beach.” –Michelle Puentes and “Summer because I like going swimming.” – 

McKenzie Tapp. While none of our interviews included opinions on spring, one per-

son said they liked, “Fall because I was born in that month.” – Anonymous. 

The survey and data shows that Broome High School students prefer summer 

more than any other season. Also, these interviews show just a few appealing activ-

ities and feelings people can enjoy in each season. Although summer wins this pole, 

all seasons have good traits that we can all appreciate.  

The more than any other season. Also, these interviews show just a few appealing 

activities and feelings people can enjoy in each season. Although summer wins this 

pole, all seasons have good traits that we can all appreciate. 
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The Little Characters Inside Your Head 

By: Becca Hodge 

Original character or an “OC” is a character that someone has created. For example, if 

I were to create a character with a specific name, a personality, and appearance, he/she 

is an original character.  A regular OC is a character you give specific traits to and give 

them a back story. However, OCs can come in different shapes and forms. One form is 

a sona. A sona is a character that you create around and base off yourself. A fan charac-

ter is similar to that of an OC, but it is based on an existing show, game, or book. They 

usually have something to do with an existing plotline of the show, game, book; howev-

er sometimes the character(s) may have a “non-existing sequel” or an alternate uni-

verse where a different plot takes this character and the other characters from the 

original plot line. I decided to dedicate this article to OCs due to the fact I am an artist 

and writer, so I already have so many OCs! I have a total of six different sonas myself 

and I’ve lost count of the regular OCs I have created. Does anybody else have  these 

imaginary characters in their heads too.  
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Do cellphones affect social interactions between people? Today our lives revolve 

around phones and technology. Cellphones have been proven to be large distractions 

when driving, at social events, school etc. but can it really effect how we communicate 

face-to-face? Age has a great affect to how cellphones are used and understood. Teens 

and young adults are more socially changed than older individuals. Teens are more like-

ly to use abbreviations such as “LOL”, “OMG”, and “TTYL”. Studies show in face-face 

conversations topics jump from one to another due to abbreviating in sentences. In 

older individuals that grew up without a dependency on technology and social net-

working there is more of a focus in where the topic is going. “Not only does cell-

phones affect the character traits of a person, and their ability to hold face-to-face 

conversation, it also affects a person ability to have a healthy, stable relationship.” Said 

Sociologist Sherry Turkle. Social Media gives people a sense of connection but not the 

real feeling. Technology has made us feel lonelier and disconnected from people and 

society. During the day people face at least on social interaction with someone else, if 

that’s on the phones or in person. At night when the buzz dies down, what is really 

left? Another effect phones have can be seen in a high school. If everyone was to re-

ceive the same text about a party and only one person didn’t, how do u think that one 

person would feel? That is a different kind of loneliness. 

Does it feel better to express yourself over text or face-to-face? Cellphones have 

changed the expectations of human contact. People tend to click and be more open 

over text but when they meet in person they having nothing to say to each other. This 

problem in communication can affect serious situations such as job interviews. The in-

terviewing process relays mostly on the communication and interactions between em-

ployee and employer. Though cellphones are a milestone in technological advance-

ments of course they affected society. As Sociologist Sherry Turkle said “We lose the 

ability to have deeper more spontaneous conversations.” 

Cellphones Affect on Society  

By: Haley Pruitt 
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By: Kira Stewart 

Hey you;  yeah you. 

You’re ugly , fat , not good enough  If you’re skinny you’re anorexic. Without make up you are 

ugly, your skirt is too short you are easy. 

These are some of the things you say to yourself daily, hear someone say or taught by the me-

dia. This generation is so socialized. We stay on social media, which is our choice of “drug”. In-

stagram, twitter, snapchat etc. They sell a look or an idea of what we need to look like or what 

we need, and we buy it. The biggest drug dealer in society. We use social media for all aspects 

of life and to cope with the obstacles of life. Have you noticed people on social media post 

quotes of sadness and this is a cry for help. Most people use social media as a “get away”, but 

also cry for help in everyone’s own way. Social media is a drug that gives us an idea of what we 

are “ suppose “ to be and also uses our own emotions against us. We vent to social media and 

still feel alone. Have you noticed in suicide cases there is always a cry for help on social media 

prior in the day and a goodbye given in a video or post prior to the circumstance. 

“I am pain-stricken to say, that today’s so-called modern humans are all like the dogs in Pav-

lov’s experiment. Pavlov used a bell to manipulate the mind of his dog, and today, social media 

platforms are using people’s own beloved smartphones to manipulate them. “This quote is re-

lating to a psychology experiment in classical conditioning. When Stimulus A happens then 

Stimulus B happens. Meaning we are conditioned from our cellular device to get on social me-

dia to feed our need for social media. Social media is an addiction to most people that we go 

on to seek for something to make us feel good. Social media is something we look to for ac-

ceptance but there is so much hate there. If it does not come down to the color of skin, beau-

ty, sexuality, or religion. It is always something people need to feel accepted for and its only 

human nature. We all want to feel loved and accepted by someone or something. 

Social media is something we cannot shake, more harmful than a TV or cigarette addiction be-

cause it effects the state of mind. Demonsishes the confidence, self-love, and self-worth we 

have for ourselves. Social media apps like Instagram. gives us something to admire like a good 

looking female/male , nice structure of the body, pretty smile, no acne and more. So we beat 

ourselves up for not looking like these pretty people on our screens and I am here to tell my 

audience that. You are beautiful from your head to your toes. You are more than enough. 
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You do not have to look a certain way or a certain shade of color to be classified as beautiful. 

No matter what your sexuality or religion of choose is , or any circumstance that I have 

missed , I am here to say you are accepted as long as you accept yourself first before anyone 

or anything else.  

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

Service Animals: Should They Be Allowed at School 

By: Liu Willard and Courtney Young 

 

Students that have physical or mental disabilities are entitled to owning a Service Animal. 

There are many reasons a student can have a Service Animal, such as Autism, anxiety, PTSD, 

Epilepsy, and the list goes on. 

When a Student brings a Service Animal, they would have to show proper certification, and 

official paperwork stating that they have a legit service animal. 

Mr. Greene said “I can’t say that I support Students bringing service animals on campus, but I 

can’t say that I’m not in favor of them either.” 

There are so many Students that are eligible for a service animal, and there is nothing at 

Broome stating that they can or can’t have a service animal with them during school hours. 

After talking to multiple SPED teachers we found that ¾ of them couldn’t find any problems 

with service animals. Although one hypothesized that the service dog could get distracted by a 

gym class, but this has been proven to be false because of the extensive training service dogs 

go through to be certified for they’re patient. In one of our interviews one SPED certified 

teacher, Teresa Brown stated “I think that a student having a service animal is much like a  
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interviewing a second SPED certified teacher, Makenzie Horton added “We shouldn’t deny 

someone their rights because we view it as a crutch, or an excuse, or don’t understand it.”  

 The Principal of Broome High School Mr. Rodney Graves said “ I would be in favor of a 

Student has a Service Dogs, but only if that animal was officially certified, and that student has 

a Doctor officially diagnose the student for a Service Animal.” There have been people that 

have tried to fake Service Animal certifications, but in doing so it is very difficult. Service Ani-

mals have to undergo at the most up to two years of training before being certified. When a 

Student has a Service Animal they do have to take into account that some people are afraid of 

Dogs, or other Animals, or possibly afraid of them. There are always some kind of kink on hav-

ing a Service Animal, such as complaints from people around you. All of the people that we 

have talked to, have said that they support it. 

 In conclusion, Service Animals should be allowed at Broome, because there is no reason 

for students not to have one. SPED teachers Teresa Brown, and Makenzie Horton all agreed 

that service animals should be allowed at Broome. Only Mr. Boykin said “I would support a 

student having a service animal, depending on the student’s schedule.”  

There is no reason that a Student should not be able to have a service animal. 

 

Sports Gender Equality 

By: Kerstin Bishop 

 

 Every year Broome enjoys girl’s volleyball and celebrates their successes. But doesn’t 

seem to have boy’s volleyball team that we could also celebrate. Volleyball is a popular sport 

that attracts many people despite their gender. You would think that if there was a girls’ team 

that there would also be a boys’ team. This thought would be wrong for Broome considering 

Dorman has a boys’ volleyball team yet Broome doesn’t seem to have one. 

I went all around the campus of Broome and asked both students and faculty ‘what are your 

thoughts on about having a boy’s volleyball team’ in total thirty people were interviewed.  

Most of the people I asked said that it was a good idea to start one, and many welcomed the 

extra competition. Yet there was some people were opposed to the idea, for more than one 

reason. People that supported the idea to form a boy’s volleyball team had a variety of view-

points. Freshman Bryan Navarro welcomes the addition of a boys’ volleyball team at Broome 
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 15 he states, “There are guys that are pretty good at volleyball.” BriAnna Blanton and Kyron Le-

Blanc are two freshmen who also support the idea of a boy’s volleyball team; they believe that 

“if we have a girls’ team, we should have a boy’s team.” 

Although most of the people I interviewed wanted to see a boy’s team, there were a few peo-

ple that didn’t agree to develop one. One student that wanted to stay anonymous said that “If 

we get a guy’s volleyball team we should have a girl’s football team too.” Many brought this up 

when I bought up the topic of a boy’s volleyball team. People think that it’s only fair that if 

they made a boys volleyball team that we should have a girls football team also. 

I believe that there should be a boy’s volleyball team and that this would be a great way to see 

how opposing genders play. Yet I believe to be fair there should be a girls and boys version of 

each and every sport we have here in Broome. This should happen so everybody in Broome 

doesn’t feel exclude in a sport that would like to play. 
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